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Listen to the passage twice and choose the best answers.

One of the most spectacular sights in the entire United States is the Grand Canyon of the Colorado river. Each year thousands of people visit northern Arizona to see the Grand Canyon. The Grand Canyon itself is 217 miles long, and it is more than one mile deep. It varies in width from four to eighteen miles. The areas around the Canyon average between 5,000 and 10,000 feet in height. The north rim of the Grand Canyon is 1,000 feet higher than the south rim. So the north rim has much colder temperature than the south rim does.
As for the amount of rainfall in the Grand Canyon, the north rim has an average annual rainfall of about twenty- six inches while the south rim has only about sixteen inches. On the floor of the Canyon, there is less than ten inches of rainfall in a year.

The Canyon holds a long record of geologic change. You can see many plant and animal fossils in these walls. Today, plant and animal life in the Canyon is quite abundant and varied. The Grand Canyon Park contains 1,000 kinds of plants, more than 200 species or varieties of birds, and about sixty- seven species of mammals.





- The End - 

